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gossip ; a man who pursues a subject Intently
is apt to be thought a bore. I think that the
middle-aged Don is apt to be less interesting
than either the elderly or the youthful Don*
The middle-aged Don is, like all successful pro-
fessional men, full to the brim of affairs. He
has little time for general reading. He lectures,
he attends meetings, his table is covered with
papers, and his leisure hours are full of inter-
views. But the younger Don is generally less
occupied and more enthusiastic; and best of
all is the elderly Don, who is beginning to take
things more easily, has a knowledge of men, a
philosophy and a good-humoured tolerance which
makes him more accessible. He is not in a
hurry, he is not preoccupied. He studies the
daily papers with deliberation, and he has just
enough ' duties to make him feel wholesomely
busy. His ambitions are things of the past, and
he is gratified by attention and deference.
I suppose the same is the case, in a certain
degree, all the world over. But the truth about
conversation is that, to make anything of it,
people must realise it as a definite mental occu-
pation, and not merely a dribbling into words
of casual thoughts. To do it well implies a